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Polite, judicious Writer hagab- © 
ſerv'd, that The common cauſe  * 
of Human Society; is concern d, 
ben We hear a Man of good 

Behavior calumniated. This, 
the Author of the following Pages, believes 
to be ſo far applicable to Himſelf, that nov 
withſtanding He has always labour'd to pro- 
mote the Good of Mankind, and never to 
his Knowledge injur'd any One, yet He bas 
the Misfortune to be ſhunn'd by Some, and 
mal-treated by Others. Secure in the Con- 
viction of his own Innocence, He has long 
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bock 6 DD ONS IR but, 
pefeeiviog no Abatement of ele Forty, He 
has - laſfthoughthtto feek forSkelter againſt 
it, by appealing to the impartial Deciſion of 
the Public. And this Metbod He finds Him- 
ſelf oblig'd to take, becauſe ſo many con- 
demn Him thro” falſe Informations: But He 
is not without Hopes thar the Nuniber of 
his Enemies will be diminiſh'd, when they 
have ſeen in what manner He anſwers for 
Himſelf. 


For ſome Years laſt paſt, I have preach'd 
on the 56th.” of January, and my Labors 

_ were employ⸗ d, in obviating the Miſtakes, 
Which 1 knew Some of my Congregation | 
entertain d with regard to the Chatacter of 
King Charles I. And in proving, that if it 
Was judg'd to be Rebellion, in thoſe who 
firſt took up Arms againſt that unfortunate 
Prince, who had made ſo many Breaches in 
the Conſtitution, it muſt. be an Aggravation 
of that Crime, to oppoſe the juſt, and wile 
Meaſures of the preſent Father of his Coun- 
try, King George, Moſt People indeed ed- 
viſed me to deſiſt from this, becauſe my In- 
tereſt ſufter'd by the withbolding of ſome 
uſual Contributions: But that I never did, 


nor ever ſhall, make a Conſideration of ; for 
1 ſcorn 


0 Me 


rer 


4 
I fcorn to Uſe 4 Cloke 'of — and 


I dare conceal nothing from my Hearers, 


which I believe would make them better 


Men, and Chriſtians, The firſt Planters of 
the Goſpel ſpoke the whole Truth without 


Fear, and thoſe Examples I think myſelf 


bound to follow, It has indeed been often 


-injuriouſly ſaid, that my Preaching was ca! - 


culated purely to pleaſe my Patron: But 


1 ſeriouſly before God, and the World, 


affirm, that nothing qirected me but my own 
Conſcience : As 1 think plainly appears from 

my acting on the ſame Plan, ſince Ireceiv'd 
the utmoſt that Patron could give. In fact, 


was I capable of ſuch Diſhoneſty, I have 


no Temptation to it; for I preach not the 
Goſpel for Gain. 1 thank God, I need no 


Employment to make Life comfortable: My 


only Vicw is to do Good: To beat down 


Error, Bigotry, and Superſtition, and to pro- 


mote the pure, unmix'd Religion of Jeſus 
Cbriſt. And left any ſhou d diſpute my Sin- 


cerity herein, thine are Many who know, 


that I have given more to the Church than 
ever I receiv'd from! it. N : 


But that the Public may jadge what 
ground I have given for Oppoſition, by 


preaching on this Day, 1 haye annex'd to 
| this 
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this Piece, the only Sermon I have left 
on the Occaſion, the reſt having fallen a 
Prey to a moſt dreadful Fire, which laid 
great Part of my Houſe in aſhes, on- the- 

22d of, February 1754. What Inaccura- 
cies it contains, the Reader is defir'd to over- 
look, as it was not defign'd for the Preſs, 
The chief Reaſon. for, publiſhing it, is to 
confute a commonly-receiv'd Opinion, that 
I: applauded. therein the Ad of taking off 
the King's Head, which any one may quick- 
x ſce to be without Foundation: For when; 

I ay that the Reſiſtance which He met with, 
was owing to his own Mal- -Adminiſtration, , 
nathing elſe can be meant than theOppoſition . 
He receiv'd, from a wiſe, brave, and good 
Parliament : Not that ſhewn Him by thoſe. 
forious Men, who deſtroy'd both ike Par- 
lament and Him, and Shak Conduct I ne- 
ver undertook to vindicate. 


This it was neceſſary to premiſe, becauſe 
every Reader might not have known that 
fuch a Diſtinction ought to be made, in 
jadging of the Meaſures of thoſe unhappy 

Times. As for the reſt, let the Diſcourſe 
| ſpeak for itſelf, whilſt We conſider a ſecond 
Obj-Qion, which. is a much more popular 

ns. 
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One Fi the former, and which inclades 
our main Subject. | 


It has been obſer v d, chat I RI pro- 
vide a Clergyman to read Prayers for me on 
the zoth. of Fanuary : But not to read that 
Service 1s deem'd criminal, becauſe in ſub- 
ſcribing the 36th, Canon 1 oblig d myſelf to 
uſe the Form preſcrib'd in the Book. of Com- 
mon Prayer. This is the Artillery, with 
which my Opponents have plied me the 
moſt warmly, and they have triumph'd not - 
a little in believing that I cou'd not ſtand 
before it; but We muſt try to diſmount this 
formidable Battery; which will effectually 
be done, when it is ſhewn that the Office 
for the zoth. of January is no part of the 
Liturgy of the Church of England. By the 
Liturgy of the Church, I mean the Contents 
of The Book of Common Prayer, and Admini- 
tration of the Sacraments, and other Rites 
and Ceremonies of the Church &c. eſtabliſn a 
by the Act of Uniformity in the Year 1662. 
And whatever has been added ſince, I op 
| Poſe no Clergyman ever bound Himſelf 
Subſcription to uſe: The Reaſon is, bcanhe 
the Law requires no more. Let us heac 
what has been ſaid 2 this Subject. 


_ Mr, 


: 
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* Common Prayer, page 550, ſais, the Acts 


ers, and Praiſes ſhall be uſed on thoſe Days: 


liſhes any Office, for the Uſe of either One, 


Kings, by whoſe Order, and Direction 
alone, theſe ſeveral Offices are printed and 
annex'd to the Book of Common Prayer, 


niformity, to eſtabliſh, or enjoin any other 
Form, than that which is provided in the 
Book of Common Prayer : Or to do any 
thing elſe, in relation to that Book, than 
to alter, and change, from time to time, 


0 

* 

* in. them by King Charles IId's Act of U- 

8 

4 

* Progeny, So that it might be-very well 

«© queſtion'd, whether theſe, 
* Occaſional Offices, put out by the ſame 
Order, cou'd ſafely be uſed, were it not for 
* the general Connivance, or rather Concur- 
* rence, of the two other Parts of the Le- 


* mons, 


Mr. Wheat in his Illuſtration of the 
for the 2gth. of May, 5th. of November, 
and the z3oth. of January, appoint theſe 
ſeveral Days to be ſolemnly obſerv'd, and 
* both ſuppoſe, and enact that proper Pray- , 
Vet not one of them provides for, or eſtab- 


or Other of the ſaid Days: Nor have our- © 


and appointed to be uſed on their reſpec- 
tive Days, any Power or Authority inveſted | 


the Names of the King, Queen, or Royal 


or any other 


Ca Oa2 ce i. TAR . 
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« giſlative Authority , the Lords and Com- 


2 
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* mons,” who, if ſitting, are ata ys preſeñt 
at the performance of ſuch Offices, and 
« frequently addreſs the King to order them.“ 
And Mr. Jobnſin has told Us in his Vade 
Mecum Vol. I. page 198. Some have queſ- 
© tion'd by what Law, the Faſts, and 
Thankfgivings appointed by the King are 

obſer vd, and by what Authority the Of- 

ice for the Day,” appointed by Act of Pat- 
fament is fer aftde, and an Occafional Form 
* 1 to be bſed inſteac thereof. Then 
«follows ins Reply.“ think it is ſafficient 
in this Cafe that the two Hôdſes of Par- 
© hament have. and do own this Power to 
de lodg'd in the Crown: As they do, by _ 
« always: ſubmitting to theſe Royal Com- 
* mands, in obſerving | theſe Days, in_the 
© manner Ppreſcrib'd by Proclamation, and 
ſometimes petitioning the Kigg, or Queen 
«15 order theilt Reboiods" Soſetppliiess 1 
© mean, it is ſyfficient to ſecùre the Cletgy- 


man that obſerves ſuch Pays, and ufes 
© ſuch Prayers, from | the CEnture of his 


A 


Ordinary, and the Penalties of the Statute: 
* But it is not ſufficient to lay any Obliga- 
* tions upon Him to comply with ſuch Im- 
« poſitions, —— Vatſon too affirms, (Coms 


© pleat Incumbent page 333) that Theſe three 


* Forms of Public Service, are not 1 
7 


We are . 


(10) 
Fly confirm'd by any Act of Parliament, 
© but are authoriz'd by the Order of. the 
King. And page 334. that no Penalty is 
appointed for thoſe that do not celebrate 
Divine Service, on the Days appointed to 
© be obſerv'd by the three Acts.“ And af - 
ter aſſerting that ſuch as are negligent in ſay- 
ing Divine Service, on any Sunday, or Ho- 
lyday, muſt be puniſh'd in the Ordinary 
Way of Tryal by Jury, &c. And the Juſ- 
tices are to impoſe a reaſonable Fine, or elſe 
they may be puniſh'd in the Eccleſiaſtical 
Court by the Ordinary, it follows, Quare as 
to the Ordinary 's Power to pumſh for the Ne- 
glett of the aeg the Days ſpecially ll 
Sainte by the three Alt. 


From what has been ſaid, it appears that 
if a Commons forbears to read the Service 
king of, He offends againſt no 
Law. Not but it would be better to come 
. ply ters i it can concientiouſly be done, but 
where it cannot, Conformity. is ſinful, and 
for that Reaſon every Honeſt Man will en- 
deavor to avoid it. 


After all bs Proof ſhould it Rill be 
doubted whether this Office wants the Sanc- 


tion 


— 
* 
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tion of Parliament, the following Obſervas 
tions will nat be impertinent, 


Every One knows that no Parliamentaty 
Alterations have been made in the Book of 
Common Prayer ſince the Act of Uniformity : 
But it appears from Biſhop. Gi5/on's Synodus 
Anglicana that the Reviſal, and Improve - 
ment thereof by the Clergy, were finiſh'd a 
December 1601: That all the Biſhops ſub- 
ſcrib'd it on the 2oth Day of the ſame 
Month, and afterwards betaking themſelves 
to Parliament, left the Biſhops of Oxford, 
Aſaph, and Lanadaff, tu ſee the Clergy of 
the Interior Houſe of Convocation ſubſcribe 
the ſaid Book, which they did. And tho 
it was untai:ly contriv'd to finiſh the Print- 
ing thereof but a few Days before the 24th 
of Auguſt 1662, the Day when it was to 
take place: And tho' the Act of Uniformity 
had not the Royal Aſſent 'till the 17th of 
May 1662, yet the Parliament had done 
with it, before cither of theſe Events: Even 
before any of the Offices for either the gth 
of November, zoth of January, or 29th of 
May, made their Appearance; For theſe 
were only read before, and approv'd by the 
Convocation on the 26th of April 1662: 


And King Charles told the Commons at 
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Whitehall on the 1ſt; of March 1661-2, that 
He had tranſmitted © the Book' of Common 
* Prayer, with thoſe Alterations, and Ad- 


* ditions, which had been preſented to Him 
by the Convocation, to the Houſe of Peers, 


* with his Approbation that the Act of U. 
* niformity might relate tb it. And the 
Biſhops, and Clergy in Cobvortiion had the 
Thanks of the Houſe of Peets reported to 
them on the 18th of the fame Month 
{March 1661-2.) For their Cate, and La- 
bor in reviſing the Common Prayer. Plain 
Proofs that theſe three Offices, reſt not oti- 
ginally on the ſame Foundation with the 
other Parts of the Book. And I can find 
from no Record that they had ever the ac- 
val Approbation of Parliament; But ſup- 


poſe they had, Biſhop Burnet in the Hiſto. 
ry of his own Times Fol. Ed. Vol. I. page 


1 84, fais, that the Service We are conſider- 
ing, is not the ſame which was at firſt made 


uſe of. IIis Words are theſe ! New Of- 
s fices. were drawn for two new Days, the 


thirtieth of Jenuary call'd King Charles 


* the Martyr, and the ghet of Maj 


the Day of the King's Birth, and Return. 
Sancrojt drew for theſe ſome Offices-of a 
very high Strain, yet othets of a more mo- 
derate St rain were * to them, But 


= 


2 
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judg'd me to be, for not reading Yearly the 


(13) 
© he, coming to be adyanc'd to the See 
© of Canterbury, got his Offices to be pub- 
liſh'd by the King's Authority,” in a Time 
* when ſo high a Style as was in them, did 
not ſound well in the Nation.” And Mr, 


Mbeatiy, page 5 54 obſerves that A Review 
was taken, and ſeveral Alterations made 


in this Office, in the Rog of King 


a n IId. 


By this Time, I dean it compar; thee I 
am not ſo very blameable as Some have 


Office for the goth of FJunuary. "Had 
I bound myſelf to do it, I would either have 
conform'd, or have modeſtly declin'd offici- 
ating at all: At preſent I cannot think I 
ever did, but am open to Conviction, and 
ſhall count Him a Friend that will candidly 
point out my Miſtake, Till then I would 


not have any One believe that my Behavior 


is the effect of Obſtinacy, or any ill Prin- 
ciple, bug that it proceeds from a real Re- 
pard for ® ruth, Conſiſtency, and the Doc- 
trines of ſound Religion, which I ſhall en- 
deavor to make appear, by giving a Liſt of 
my Objections againſt this Service, -with my 
Reaſons, and Authorities for the Same. 


And 


(4) 


And iſt. I cannot in Conſcience read 

thoſe Prayers wherein the King is call'd a 
Martyr, I believe the Aſſertion to be falſe, 
and therefore why ſhould I tell a Lie before 
the God of Truth! But let Us examine 
this Point. What is a Martyr? He is a 
 Witnets, for ſo the Word in the Original 
imports. But of what? For every Witneſs 
in the Chriſtan Senſe of the Term, is not 
a Martyr. Robert Stephens tells Us, that 
They are Martyrs who bave died giving a 
Teſlimony of Divinity to Chriſt, But if this 
be true, King Charles can be no Martyr, for 
He was put to Death by thoſe who believ'd 
in the Divinity of Cbriſt as well as He. Ian 
Scapula We read that With Cbriſtians they 
are peculiarly calld Martyrs who have con- 
firm'd the Doctrine of Chriſt, not only with 
Words, but with thetr Blood. But what right 
has King Charles to be number'd among 
theſe? Is it then true, that He laid down 
his Life, in vindication of the New Teſta- 
ment ? Strange that He could contrive to do 
this in a Country, where the Authenticity 
thereof was not diſputed, This not only 
is incredible, but the whole current of Hiſ- 
tory is againſt it. What were the Grounds 
then, for giving Him this. glorious Title ? 
His dying rather than give up Epiſcopacy, 
ED is 


(1s) 


is ſaid to be the Cauſe :- But 'tis a Queſtion 
whether he did this. I think Lord Claren- 
don has prov'd the, contrary. And for the 
fake of thoſe who have not his Hiſtory. to 
perule, We . ſhall ware e, what He has 


given Us on this r 


And iſt. Speaking of the Conduct of the 
Scotch towards King Charles, when his Ma- 
jeſty was in that Kingdom, He ſais, Vol. I. 
part IId. page 308. The ſeditious Adds of 
* that Aſſembly which had expell'd all Bi- 
© ſhops,and the CanonicalClergy, from being 
Members of that Aſſembly, and affirm'd 
* themſelves tohave a Power to inflict the Cen- 
© ſures of the Church upon his Majeſty him- 
* ſelf; were declar'd to be lawful and YL 
ing to the Conſtitution of the Kingdom; and 
* the Government of the Church by Arch- 
biſhops, and Biſhops, declar'd to be againſt 
the Word of God; and they condemn'd 
* as Enemies to the Propagation of the true 
© Reform'd Proteſtant Religion: And there- 
fore to be utterly aboliſh'd,, and their 
Lands given to the King, his Heirs, and 
; Succeſſor, Thus far may ſerve to ſhew, 
how little the King was diſpoſed to die in 
ſupport of  Epiſcopacy ſome Years before his 


End, and bi Mind ſeems not to have been 
much 
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much alter'd whey He drew near that dread- 
ful Period, for Vol. 111d. part 1. page 219. 
At Newport in the Iſle of Wight, He made 
the following  Conceflions to wo 2 75 ommiſ- 
ſioners from the Parliament. fauſpend 
* Epiſcopacy for three Yeats, ' and ek 
a 1 Conſultation with Divines, amongſt 

* which He would nominate Twenty to be 
© preſent, and to conſult with them, fuch a 
* Government of the Church, as could bs 


0 agreed upon, might be eſtabliſh'd: That 


indeed He would not fotce any Man to 
take the Covenant, and would have the 


* Privitege of his own Chapel to uſe the 
the Common Prayer, and obſerye the ſame 
Worſhip He had ufed to do: But that all 


ty to take the Covenant, and to uſe the 

Directory. "He confented likewiſe that 
3 * ſhould be raiſed upon the Sale of 
© the bucht Lands, and only the Old Rent 


© ſhould he reſerv'd to the juſt Owners, and 


© their Succeſſors. And tho' afterwards 


when He was told page 273,” that © The 


Parliament was not ſatisfie with his Con- 
ceſſions with reference to the Church: 

That the Preſbyterian Government could 
be exerciſed with little Profit, or Comfort, 

171 it ſhould appear to be ſo ſhort-liv'd as to 

n continue 


© Perſons whit defit'd it, might have Liber- 


(mT: 


continue but for three Years: And that 
* they muſt therefore preſs the utter Extir- 
e pating the Function of Biſhops,” He ad- 
her'd with a commendable Reſolution to 
what He had granted before, adding little 
thereto: Yet how can the firſt Grant be re- 
concil'd with the Notion of his dying a 
Martyr ? Far to have deſerv'd that Name, 
He vught to have made no Conceſſions a- 
gainſt the Cauſe of Epiſcopacy ; but have 
maintain'd 'it. whole, and entire, with the 
Loſs of Life itſelf, Which yet He did not. 
Beſides, this Affair had Reference only to 
temporal Advantages, as our Hiſtorian him- 
ſelt confeſſes, For page 217 He ſais, That 
* which had more Authority with the King, 
( He means than the Political Reaſons giv- 
en Him by the Commiſſioners) © was the 
© Remembrance of what He had promiſed 
concerning the Church to the Scots in the 
Engagement at the Iſle of Wight,” which 
* He could not but conclude was well 
known to many of the Preſbyterians in 
England: And He thought that whatever 
He had, promiſed” to do then, upon the 
bare Hope, and Probability of raiſing an 
Army, He might reaſonably now offer, 
* when that Army was deſtroy'd, and no 
Hope left of raifing another. This Treaty 
4 | 6's «a % Aw, 44 1 "Ve 
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We cannot but give theSubſtance of ſrom the 
ſame Vol. of Lord Clarendon, page 103 &c. 
As it will prove that the King, as fond as 
He ſcem'd to be of the eſtabliſh'd Order 


of the Church, would have facrific'd it at 


any Time, for the ſake of regaining his 
Throne. In ſhort, * After they had made 
* his Majeſty give a good Teſtimony of 
their League, and Covenant. And after 
making Him ſome Aſſurances that it was 
enter'd into for his Good, ©. They oblig'd 
* Him as ſoon as, He could with Freedom, 
Honor, and Safety, be preſent, in a free 
© Parliament, to confirm the ſaid League, 
and Covenant, by Act of Parliament, in 
both Kingdoms, for the Security of All 
who had taken, or ſhould take it: Ad- 
mitting indeed a Proviſo that none who 
were unwilling ſhould taks it. They like- 
©. wiſe, oblig'd his Majeſty to confirm by 
Act of Parliament in England, Preſbyte- 
t rian Government: The Directory for 
© Worſhip; and the Aſſembly of Divines 
© at Weſtminſter, for three Years: So that 
his Majeſty, and his Houſhold ſhould not 
© be hinder'd from uſing that Form of 
Divine Service He had formerly practic'd: 
© And that during thoſe three Years, there 
* ſhould be a Conſultation with. the Aſſem- 
1 bly 
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< bly of Divines, to which Twenty of the 
King's Nomination ſhould be added, and 
* ſome from the Church of Scotland: And 
thereupon it ſhould be determin'd by his 
Majeſty, and the two Houſes of Parlia- 
* ment, what Form of Government ſhould 
© be eſtabliſh'd after the Expiration of thoſe 
* Years, as ſhould be moſt agreeable to the 
Word of God.'_..T he King likewiſe pro- 
miſed that, in the next Seſſion of Par- 
liament, after the Kingdom of Scotland 

* ſhould declare for his Majeſty, in purſu- 
* ance of this Agreement, He ſhould in Per- 
* ſon, or by Commiſſion, confirm the 
* League, and Covenant in that King- 
dom, &c. -— After this Preamble, and 
Recital, They faid, that foraſmuch as his 
* Majeſty is willing to give SatisfaCtion, con- 
* cerning the ſettling Religion, and other 
Matters in difference, as is expreſſed in 
this Agreement, the Kingdom of Scotland 
* Goth oblige, and engage itſelf, firſt in a 
* peaceable Way and Manner, to endeavor, 
that the King may. come to London in 
* Safety, Honor, and Freedom, for a Perſo- 
nal Treaty with the Houſes of Parliament, 
and the Commiſſioners of Scotland, upon 


uch Propoſitions, as ſhould be mutually 


* agreed on between theKingdoms, and ſuch 
»5 Pro- 
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Propoſitions as his Majeſty ſhould think 
fit to make: And for this End, all Armies 
* ſhould be diſbanded; and in caſe that this 
* ſhou'd not be granted, that Declarations 
* ſhou'd be emitted by the Kingdom of Scot- 
land in purſuance of this Agreement, againſt 
the unjuſt Proceedings of the two Houſes 
* of Parliament, towards his Majeſty and the 
Kingdom of Scotland; in which they 
* wou'd aſſert the Right that belong'd to the 
* Crown, in the Power of the Militia, the 
* Great, Seal beſtowing of Honours, and Of. 
«* fices of Truſt, Choice of the Privy Coun- 
* cellors, and the Right of the King's nega- 
* tive Voice in Parliament: And that the 
© Queen's Majeſty, the Prince, and the reſt 
* of the Royal Iſſue, ought to remain where 
his Majeſty ſhall think fit, in either of his 
6 

c 
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Kingdoms, with Safety, Honor, and Free- 
dom: That upon the iſſuing out this De- 
claration, an Army ſhou'd be ſent out of 
Scotland into England, for the Preſerva- 
tion and Eſtabliſhment of Keligion ; for 
Defence of his Majeſty's Perſon, and Au- 

. thority, and reſtoring Him to his Goyern- 
ment, to the juſt Rights of the Crown, 
and his full Revenues; for Defence of the 

* Privileges of Parliament, and Liberties of 
the Subject; for making a firm Union be- 

| * tween 
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* tween the Kingdoms under his Majeſty, 
© and his Poſterity, and ſettling a laſting 
© Peace. In purſuance whereof the King- 
dom of Scotland was to endeavor, that 
* there might be a free, and full Parliament 
in England, and that his Majeſty may be 
* with them in Honor, Freedom, and Safety, 
and that a ſpeedy Period be ſet to the pre- 
* ſent Parliament. And they undertook that 
the Army which they wou'd raiſe, ſhou'd 
be upon its March, before the Meſſage, 
© and Deciaration ſhou'd be deliver'd to the 
* , Houſes.” | | 


e 8o much for the Treaty, which Lord 
t Clarendon thought to be ſo monſtrous, that 
- He wou'd fain perſaade his Readers that even 
8 . 
f 


the three Perſons, who were Parties to it, 
* were too wiſe to believe that it cou'd be 
* punctually obſerv'd, and therefore they 
told the King, that the Treaty was only 
; * made to enable them to- engage the King- 
* dom of Scotland to raiſe an Army, and to 
* unite it in his Majeſty's Service, which leſs 
* than thoſe Conceſſions wou'd never induce 
them to do: But when that Army ſhou'd 
* beenter'd into England, and ſo many other 
Armies ſhou'd be on foot, of his Englith 
Subjects, for the Vindication of his Inte. 
| * ret 
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teſt, there wou'd be No- body to exact all 
* thoſe Particulars; but every Body wou' d 
* ſubmit to what his Majeſty ſhou'd think 
* fit to be done. But was this likely to 
have been the Caſe, Why were ſo many 
Things inſiſted upon ? Fewer Reaſons had 
been ſufficient to have juſtified their Con- 
duct. Eſpecially it was wrong to put the 
King upon ſigning away his favourite Prin- 
ciple, the Government of the Church by 
Biſhops ; for He certainly believed them 6 
be de Jure divino: Witneſs the Account 


which our Author gives of his Diſputation 


with the Clergy belonging to the Commiſ- 


ſioners, at Newport, And as this was his 
Opinion, it was more than imprudent in 


Him to cenſent that the Covenant' {which 
among other Things was calculated utterly 
to ſuppreſs Epiſcopacy) ſhou'd be confirm'd 
by At of Parliament in the manner pro- 
mis d; for what cou'd Twenty Clergy- 


men of the Eſtabliſhment have done againſt | 


the whole Aſſembly of the Preſbyterian Di- 
vines, and forty br fifty zealous Kirkmen 
from: Scatland? And againſt the Parliament 
too, who in Conjunction with the King were 
to have finally ſettled this Affair, and who 
were as much bent on abolithing the Hie- 
— as Gther the Scorch or Engliſh Preſ- 

byterian 
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byterian Clergy themſelves? In fact, it dif- 
fer'd little, if any thing, from giving up the 
Cauſe He ſeem' d fo earneſt to defend. But 
no Promiſes ſhou'd have induc'd Him to 
haye fign'd away his Conſcience, which He | 
certainly did; and it is not a ſufficient Vin- 
dication of Him that * He declar'd that by 
the Clauſe of confirming Preſbyterian Go- 
© vernment by AR of Parliament, He was 
neither oblig'd to defire the ſettling Preſ- 
bytetian Government, nor to preſent any 
* Bills to that effect; and that He likewiſe 
underſtood that no Perſon whatſdevet 
* ſhou'd ſuffer in his Eſtate, nor undergo 
any Cotpotal Puniſhment, for not ſubmit- 
* ting to Preſbyterian Government: For 
tho' He did not chuſe to be the actual Mo- 
ver in putting down the Order of Biſhops, 
yet He permitted this to be done by Others; 
nay mote He bound Himſelf to join in do- 
ing it, for the Parliament were not ſufficient 
for this Putpoſe of themſelves. As for the 
Declaration itſelf,” it cou'd never have been 
of any Force, for the Commiſſioners wou'd 
only ſign © as Witneſſes that his Majeſty had 
* made it in theit Preſence; not as Aſſenters. 
In this whole Affair the Kiog ſeems to have 
been outwitted, and to have put too much 
Confidence in thoſe Who probably meant 
to 
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to leceive Him, tor it ſeems, Fg DRY". 
ers made uſe of the abovemention'd Promiſes 
as Arguments to induce Him to fign : But it was 
not thus the true Martyrs of Old permitted 
themſelves to be trick d into Acts deſtruc- 
tive of their Faith. This, to their immortal 
Honor be it ſpoken, chey kept unhurt, not- 
withſtanding the Force and Cunning of all 
their Enemies, And well it was they did 
ſo, otherwiſe they had not been the noble 
Army they are. My Charity leads me fo 
far, that I hope King Charles meant well, 
when He told the Princeſs Elizabetb, that 
He ſhoud die a Martyr, and when He re- 
peated it afterwards on the Scaffold: "But 
this might be nothing elſe but a pleaſing 725 
ception of the Mind; and if ſaying 
He died a Martyr, made Him ſuch, 
the Duke of Monmouth alſo was the 725 5 5 
for He died with the ſame Words in his 
Mouth, which his Grandfather King Charles 
had uſed before. King Charles 1Id ſeems to 
have had no fuch Opinion of the Matter; 
for when a certain Lord reminded his Ma- 
jeſty of his Swearing in Common Diſcourſe, 
the King replied, Tour Martyr ſwore more 
than ever I aid, which Many have deem'd 
a Jeſt npon the Title which his Father had 
got. To fact, We of * Generation ſhould 
ak never 
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never have judg'd that He who ſwore to 
preſerve. the Religion, Laws, and Liberties 
.of his Country inviolate, and yet broke thro” 
every. one of (theſe Reſtraints — that” He, 
who put an Engliſb Fleet into the Hands 
of the French to cruſh the Proteſtants there, 
who were ſtruggling to maintain their Reli- 
ion and Liberties —— that He, who contra- 
ry to the moſt ſolemn Promiſes, did ſacrifice 
the Proteſtant. Iutereſt in Franc? that 
He, who concurr'd with Laud in bringing 
the Church of England to a kind of Rival- 
ſhip, for Ornaments, &c, with theChurch of 
Rome — — that He, Tould conſent when He 
married the French King's Daughter, that 
their Children were to be educated by their 
Mother till thirteen Vears of Age.-that He, 
who gave great Church Preferments to Men 
who publickly preach'd up PopiſhDoctrines; 
and that protected known Papiſts from the 
Penalties of the Law, by taking ſeveral ey- 
ry extraordinary Steps on their Behalf — 
that He: permitted an Agent, or a kind of 
Nuncis from Rome to viſit the Court pub- 
lickly, and beſtow'd ſuch Offices as thoſe of 


Lord - High Treaſurer, Secretary of State, | 


Chancellor of the Exchequer, &c, on Papiſts. 
that He, who byProclamation could command 
the Lord's Day to be prophan'd(for I can call it 
LY 1 | no 
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no leſs) byRevels, Plays, and many forts of ill 
tim'd Recreations, puniſhing great Numbers 
of pious Clergymen for refufing to publiſh, 
' What their Conſciences forbad them to read. 
And to name no more—thatHe, who could 
ii abett the 1r:þþ Maſſacre, wherein above 
Lorne Zoo, ooo Proteſtants were murder'd in cold 
BB Air ranber larger than Blood, or expell d out of their Habitations. 
the ul lu. ber Vide Temple's Irifh Rebellion, page, 6. I 
rn ſay, We, at this Period of Time, ſhould not 
une have thought fuch a One worthy to be 
deem'd a Martyr for the Cauſe of Proteſ- 
tantiſm; but that it has been a Cuſtom in 
the Church for near a Century to call Him 
ſo: However it is Time ſetioufly to confi- 
der, whether it is not proper to correct this 
Error ; at leaſt it ſhould be ſhewn to be no 
Error if We muſt keep it, for at preſent, 

many of the Well- meaning Members of the 
Church are offended at it, $4 377 


My fecond Objection againſt reading this 
Service is, that I judge it to be contrary, 
both to Reaſon, and the Contents of the 
Bible, to ſay that the Blood of King Charles 
can be requir'd of Us, or our Poſterity. 
There is not, I ſuppoſe, One Man alive who 
conſented to the King's Death. We know 


nothing of it but from Hiſtory, therefore 
None 
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None of Us were concecn'd in the Fact: 
With what Reaſon then can it be averr'd 
that We ought to be reſponſible for it; when 

it neither was, nor is in our Power to pre- 
vent it? The beſt of Us is bad enough: We 
need not anſwer for the Faults of other Men. 
This was a Principle of the Stoics, and for 
ſuch Men only was it fit, for it has not even | 
the Appearance of Chriſtianity, Nay the 
wiſer paßt of Heathens could condemn it, 

for Cotta is faid to heve uſed this Expreſſion 
(Cicero de Natura Deorum Lib. 3. n. go.) 

O Strange Equity in Providence | Can any 
City bear with the Giver of. ſuch a Law, that F 
a Sen, or Grandſon ſhould be condemn' „ 
the Father, or Grandfather have done amiſs? 

But what if We diſclaim the Sins of our 
Forefathers, or are the Poſterity of thoſe 
Who fought for the King, are We till to 
be in danger of Suftering? Such ſeems to 
be the Doctrine of this Service, where All 
without exception, are call'd upon to pray 
that they may be freed from the Vengeance 

of his righteous Blood. But this is more 
than the Stoics held, for; they but taught 
that ſuch was the Power of God, that if any © 
One eſcaped the Death He deſerv'd :; His 
Children, Granucbi Idren, or other. Poſterity 


ſhould fu ufer in his ſtead, confining the 
D 2 Puniſh- 
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Puniſhment to be particular Family of che 
Offender, not extending it to thoſe who had 
no Cbnnection with it. Now, did I need 
fuch an Argument as this, I could make it 
ſerviceable to myſelf, by proving from un- 
doubted Records that theFamily I came from, 
were Royaliſts; but I think ic ſufficient to ſay 
that I never did, nor ever will conſent, that a 
King ſhall be beheaded, or otherwiſe put to 
Death ; therefore, let Others fay what they 
will, I ſhall always eſteem Myſelf to be in- 
nocent of this Crime: But if- L look upon 
Myſelf to be innocent, why ſhould I plead 
with God, as if 1 thought Myſelf guilty ? 
Would not this be great Inconſiſtency? And 
ſhould not every Thing of this Sort be a- 

voided ? No Cuſtom can make that right 
which is wrong in itſelf: On the contrary, 
the longer a bad Cuſtom is continu'd the 
more Harm it does; and that to continue 

the preſent Service is not very good, is plain; 
becauſe there are ſome things therein which 
are Hiſtorically falſe. 5 


iſt, We are told that they were the crying 
Sins of this Nation, which brought down this 

X- heavy Judgment upon Us ; but I think it is 
| more clear that a Series of ill-judg'd, and ill 
| timid 
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tim'd Acts on the part of the king, broveks | 
Him into the Power of his Oppoſers, and 
that aſterwards the Ambition of a-few Men 
led Him to the Scaffold. It is not ma- 
terial to produce particular Paſſages for the 
Confirmation of this Truth; and therefore 
let it only be remember d that at the Begin · 
ning of his Reign He enter'd into a War 
for the Recovery of the Palatinate, againſt 
the Conſent of his Parliament ; arid when 
He could not get them to vote Him Money 
enough for his Purpoſe, He extorted it ille- 
gally from his Subjects ; refuſing to join the 
Parliament in redrefling the Grievances of 
the Nation; often threatning them, and 
even counteracting their Deſigns; which 
bred ſo many Diſputes between them, that 
at laſt He overſtepp'd all Bounds, and had 
the Imprudence to attempt the ſeizing of 
five Members in the Houſe ; on which the 
Citizens came down by Land and Water, 


with Muſkets on their Shoulders to defend 


the Parliament : Soon after which, ſo great 
a Diſtruſt aroſe between the two Houſes and 
Him, that all Likelyhood of an' Agreement 
between them vaniſh'd. And this moſt cer- 
tainly was the Cauſe why He reſolv'd upon 
a War, ſending the Queen to Holland to buy 


Arms; ; Himſelf 9 from the Capital, of 


and 
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and ſoon after erecting his Standard at Nor- 


tingbam. But his Succeſs not anſwering 


his Expectation, He was at laſt made Pri- 
ſoner; and when many were expecting his 
Reſtoration, a violent Spirit in the Army, 
and in ſome few Others, ſhew'd itſelf: For 
a Deſign being form'd to change the Monar- 


cby into a Republic, They thought it ne- 


ceſſary to take off the King, and to this, 
and nothing elſe He, fell a Sacrifice. But 
as the Political Reaſons for this uncommon 
Accident appear ſo plainly, why ſhould 
We not be content therewith ? Except 
We had ſome reaſon to deem theſe inſuſſi- 


' cient, what is it but Preſumption to go 


further ? For without great Care We ſhall 
injure Providence in taking theſe Liberties. 
But granting that the real Cauſe of the King's 
Death was the Wickednets of thoſe Times: 
Does it not follow that his Death was per- 
mitted by God as a Puniſhment for that 
Wickedneſs ; and if ſo, why ſhould We fear 


that God will ſtill viſit for i:? Will the juſt 
and merciful Judge, diſcharge his Vengeance 


on two different Genetations of Men, for 
theOffences committed by One? Such Doc- 
trine 25 this ſhould be baniſh'd from every 
Church, eſpecially à Chriſtian One; for it 


hag 
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has no ER either in Reaſon, or Re- 
velation. 

2dly, By a National Humiliation being 
requir'd, a National Guilt is ſuppoſed ; but 
Hiſtory ditects Us to think. otherwiſe, as a- 
bundantly appears from the following Au- 
thorities. The firſt is, where Lord Clarendon 
(Vide Repin Vol. XIII. page 246) declar'd. 
to the two Houles of Parliament, that King 
Charles TId having ſent Him Ambaſſador to 
the King of Spain, had charg'd Him to fay 
to that Monarch, that the horrible Mur- 
« der of his Father ought not to be deem'd 
an Act of the Parliament, or People of Eng- 
jand, but of a ſmall Crew of Wretches, 
* andMiſcreants, who had ujurp'd the Sove- 
© reign Power, and render'd themſelves 
© Maſters of the Kingdom.“ The 2d is 


where the ſame Noble Lord has inform'd 


Us in Vol. V. page 2 59, and (in Vol. 
VI. page 759) that, At the very Time 
* Time when He was wickedly Murder'd 
in the Sight of the Sun, He had as 
great a Share in the Hearts, and Affections 
of his Subjects in general; was as much 
© belov'd, eſteem'd, and long'd for, by the 
, * Feople i in general of the three Nations, as 
*.any of his Predecefſors had ever been, and 
* that the Nation and Parliament were moſt 
| "2 „e 
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«innocent of his Death, which was the AR, 


only of ſome few ambitious, and bloody 


Men.“ The laſt is in the Preamble to 

© the Act of Attainder of the King's Judges; 
which runs thus: The execrable Murder 
* of his Royal Father was committed by a 
Party of wretched Men, who having firſt 

© plotted, and contriv'd the Ruin of. this 
excellent Monarchy, and of the true Pro- 
© teſtant Religion, found it neceſſary to 
* ſubvert the very Being, and Conſtitution 
© of Parliament - Thus the Fanatic Rage 
of a few Miſcreants, ſtands imputed by 
our Adverſaries to the whole Nation: We 


teſt en 1444. | 
Theſe Authorities require no aher Re- 


mark than this; that it is great Pity We 
diſregard them ſo much. We ſhall there- 
fore proceed to conſider our · Argument in a 
different Light. 


In the Time of Ezekiel the Prophet, the 
Jews it ſeems, had preach'd up ſuch ano- 
ther Doctrine as is current now. To the 
Reproach of the Divine Juſtice they ſaid, 
The Fathers have eaten ſomer Grapes, and 
the Children's Teeth are jet on Eage. — 


Frabsr he 2 
* 


DA 


therefore renounce, abominate, and pro- | 


L 
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God to vindicate Himſelf from this unwor- 
Charge, replies, As I live ſaith the Lord 
God, Ye ſball not have Occaſion any more to 
uſe this Proverb in Iſrael, Behold all Souls 
are mine, as the Soul of the Father, jo alſo 
the Soul of the Son is mine: The' Soul that 
finneth it ſhall die. If 4 Man be juſt, and 
do that which ts Lal. and right.--- He 
ſhall ſurely live ſaith the Lord God. If 
He beget d Son that is a Robber, a Shed- 
der of Blood, &c. Sha!l He then live? 
He ſhall not live; He hath done all theſe 
Abominations; He ſhall ſurely die, bis 
Blood {hall. be upon Him. "But 1, He be- 
get a Son which ſeeth bis Father's Sins, which 
He hath done, and confidereth, and doth not 
ſuch like, — He ſhall not die for the Intquity 
of his Father, He ſhall ſurely live, — 
The Soul that finneth it ſhall die; The Son 
ſhall not bear the Iniquity of the Father, 
neither Hall the Father bear the Iniquity 
of the Son : The Righteouſneſs of the Righ- 
teous (hall be upon Hin, and the Wickeaneſs 
of the Wicked (hall be upon Him. And theſe 
are not particular Aſſertions, applicable only 
to a ſingle Caſe, or People, but are the true 
Repreſentations of that eterual Rule of Juſ- 
tice, which God obſerves towards all his 
Creatures, and by which alone He proves 
that his Vays are equal, It was for this 
E. * Reaſon 


(34) 


| Reaſon that Deuteronomy xxiv. 16, He com⸗ 


manded that, The Fathers ſhould not be put 
to Death for the Children, neither ſtould the 
Children be put to Death for the Fathers, - 


but that Every Mon ſhould be put to Death 
for bis own Sin. And what elſe could We 
expect from Him? For mall not the Judge 
of all the Earth do right? Which yet how 
could He do, if He *Nroved the 
the Wicked, or the Innocent with the Guilty? 
*Tis well He has reveal'd fo much relating 
to Himſelf that We need not fear it; for 
We know, and that aſſuredly, that He will 
render to every Man cork to bis own 
Works: And that every One muſt bear bi, 
own Burden, 


There is indeed a Paſſage which ſeems 
to contradict all this, and therefore We ſhall 
examine it. It is in Exodus xx. 5, Where 
God declares Himſelt to be a Tealous 
God, viſiting the Iniquity of the Fathers 
upon the Children unto the third and fourth 
Generation of them that hate Him, 
This however is not home to the 
preſent Argument, becauſe it is only to the 
' third and fourth Generation of them that bate 
Him, or (as all ſenſible Commentators have 
explain'd it) of them who walk in their 
Father's evil Ways. To confirm this Inter- 

2 AS pretation 
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1 

pretation, let it be noted, that both the 
Targums of Onkelos and Jonathan, make 
che Verſe run thus: Vifiting the Iniquities 
„/ Fathers upon their Wicked Children, there- 
vy exempting good Children from ſuffering 
for their - Father's Crimes, The Senſe of 

the Paſſage ſeems therefore to be this: Tho” - 
God tn Mercy may bear long with a finfull 
| Nation, even to the third and fourth Genera- 
| tion, waiting till for their Converſion : Yet 
\ WH 7f they will not repent, but go on flill from 
| Father to Son, to fill up the Meaſure of their 
| Jniquities, He will at laſt call that Nation to 
a ſevere Account for all the Provocations 
wherewith_ it has provok'd Him, A very 
uſcfull Caveat againſt Men's making a wrong 
Uſe of his Forbearance. But what is this 
to the Argument in Hand? Do we ſtill 
thirſt after Royal Blood? God forbid that 
We ſhould! I hope there is not a Man in 
England fo baſe : - But if We imitate 
not the Proceedings of 1648, why ſhould 
the Vengeance. due to ſuch Proceedings be 
{aid to hang over our Heads? When Nine- 
veh was threaten'd with Deſtruction for the 
Wickedneſs therein, the Inhabitants averted 
the Evil by. a fiogle Act of Faſting, Prayer, 
and Humiliation: How comes it then to, 
paſs, that We who have faſted, pray'd, and 

3 humbled 
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humbled Ourſelves for almoſt an Hundred 
Years, are ſtill under Apprehenſions that his 


Blood will be requir'd of Us? Is not God 


as good, and Merciful now, as He was in 
the Days of Janab? Yes ſurely, for He is 
the ſame, Yeſterday, te- Day, and for Exer. 
'Tis therefore like teazing the Almighty (if 
I may be allow'd the Expreſſion) and I 
could never bring myſelf to think that ſuch 
Conduſe is right. 


# have ſome other Objections of equal 
Weight with theſe, but having ſaid ſo much 
already, 1 ſhall ſtate them very briefly. 


Ina the Hymn uſed inſtead of Venite e 
ultemus it is faid, They fought againſt Him 
without a Cauſe : The contrary of which 
when it is applied to King Charles, I think 
has been own'd by every Hiſtorian, The 
Parliament of England were always more 


Wile, and Good, e to raiſe Armies againſt 


the Kings who gave them no Occaſion to 


do ſo; and I cannot but entertain this fa- 


vourable Opinion of that which began to fit 
in the Year 1640. There is nothing more 
true than that the King wanted to govern by 


an Arbitrary Power: His whole Actions 


ſhew d it, and * could never be brought 
8 10 
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to depart from this: Either therefore hisPeople 
muſt have ſubmitted to the Slavery, or they 
muſt have vindicated their Freedom openly 


there was no middle Way : But ſhould they 


have tamely receiv'd the Yoke ? No ſurely ; 


for had they done ſo, they had deſerv'd the 


worſt of Evils; and the bitter Effects there- 
of, in all probability, had not only been de- 


riv d to Us but our Poſlerity. Happy Britons 


that ſuch a juſt, and noble Stand was made! 


May the Memories of thoſe great Patriots 


that were concern'd in it, be ever dear to 
Engliſbmen; 1 to all true Engliſhmen they 
will! | 


In the ſame Hymn it is likewiſe affirm'd 
that Falſe Witneſſes roſe up againſt Him, and 


Which on this Occaſion cannot be truly 
faid, becauſe as the chief Fact to be prov'd 
was the King's being i in Arms, it cannot be 
ſuppoſed that out 'of more than 200,000 


Men who had engag'd with Him, a ſufficient | 


laid to his Charge Things that He knew nor. 


: 
L 
| 
: 


Number of true Witneſſes could be wanting. 


What therefore Mr. Mbeatlycould think when 


He ſaid that this Hymn is as ſolemn 4 Com- 


poſure, and as pertinent to the Occafion as 
can be imagined or contrived, I cannot tell, 


I am ſure a broad Hint is given therein. 10 
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© the Clergy in King Charles's Time were 3 
Set of wicked People, and that it was thro' 
their Unrighteouſneſs, as well as that of the 


Laity, that the King loſt his Life. The 
Words are theſe, For the Sins of the People, 
and the Intquities of the Prieſis, they ſhed 
the Blood of the Fuft in the Midſt of Jeru- 


falem. Let thoſe defend this Paſſage who 


are able, for I own Myſelf incapable of doing 


it conſiſtently. 


I wou'd not tire the Reader's Patience, 


therefore I ſhall leave the reſt: of my Ob- 
jections till ſome future Time, in caſe what 


has already been ſaid is not judg'd a ſuffici- 
ent Vindication of Myſelf. I heartily wiſh 
that any, One wou'd undertake to anſwer 
what 1 have writ, for I love Information ; ; 


and if I have laid any Thing that is falſe, 


Error. Only let the Reply be made with 


ſuch ſeldom fight fair; therefore if He that 


enters into this Diſpute, expects to have any 


Notice taken of Him, He muſt reaſon, and 
not rail. And it is hop'd, as I have at laſt 
explain'd that Conduct which has for ſome 
Years been ſo greatly wonder d at, that 
* 


I am willing publickly to retract my 


Coolneſs, for I wou'd not willingly enter the 
Liſts againſt an angry Combatant, becauſe 
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He who can diſprove any or all of theſe 
Reaſons will do it publicłly, and not make 
Time diſagreeable to Myſelf, and Others, by 
calling Me to account, in almoſt every Com- 
pany which I fall into; for I ſhall think 
Myſelf at Liberty to refuſe entering for the 
Future into any private Arguments on this 
Subject. | 


To conclude, wou'd not our Governors 
in State and Church (I ſpeak. this with great 
Deference) be acting in Character, if they 
graciouſly condeſcended to heal this Wound, 
which without their Care will but grow 
worſe ? The candid Diſguiſitors, for ſome 
Reaſon unknown to me, have not touch'd 
upon this Subject, nor meddled indeed with 
any of the Annual Offices: But I am not bj 
Myſelf in thinking that this for the ;eth ot 
January needs a Review; many. ſenſible, 
worthy Men think further — that it is 
Time to drop it; for they ſee that it is un- 
ſeaſonable now, and ferves no other End 
than as a Bone of Contention in numberlefs _ 
Pariſhes, preventing Friendſhip, and Good= 
Will being ſhewn towards ſuch of the Cler- 
gꝑy es cannot in all Points approve of it; ex- 
cepting that (as I have found by Experience) 
it tends to make bad Subjects. A ſufficient 

Argument 
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Argument this, was there no other, why it 


ſhou'd either be alter'd, or taken away ; but 
I preſume not to dictate; and therefore I 
urge this no further: Had I not a fincere 


Regard for the Church of England I ſhou'd 


have ſaid leſs ; but notwithſtanding any Re- 
ports to the contrary, I declare Myſelf to be 
'a hearty Well-wiſher to her Proſperity. 
Did I not prefer her Communion to that of 
any other, I wou'd inſtantly leave Her, for 


I am not ſo abandon'd as to play the Hypo- 


crite: That I deteſt, and have often deteſted 
it to my great Loſs. But I am not of that 
Opinion that it is for the Intereſt of 


te Church to conceal her Defects; on the con- 


trary, I think I do her the greateſt Service 
poſſible by pointing them out, that ſo they 
may be remedied to the Satisfaction of all 
good Men, She ought not to be. aſham'd 
of the Truth, and Falſhood will never 
hurt her. | 2 


As for my Non - uſage of this Service, and 
theſe Reafons for my Conduct ; whatever 
Judgment the World may form concerning 


them, my Principle is this, that I cannot 
ſwallow Things implicitly; I muſt examine 
what I conform to, and what I conform to 


muſt be right in my own Judgment, other- 
3 1 | wiſe 
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wiſe I praftice not my own Religion, but 
that of Another; and how to anſwer for 
ſuch Conduct I cannot tell: This I know, 
that He who haſtily catches at the Bait, is 
in Danger of being faſtened on the Hook: 
And that He who raſhly pins his Faith on 
Another's Sleeve is liker a Papiſt than a Pro- 
teſtant. I ſhould be glad, had I no Ground 
for Scruples, for it is no Pleaſure to Me to 
find Fault; but let the Conſequence be what 
it will, I muſt not act againſt Conviction ; I 
will to the utmoſt of my Power take care 
that my Conſcience ſhall not reproach me jo 
long as 1 live. 


KINGS Shou'd obey the LAWS, 
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SERMON, 


Chapel of Ripponden 


In YORSHIRE, January 30. 1755. | 


Proving that King Charles I. did not 'gos 
vern like a good King of England; with Rea- 
ſans why his Character is ſo much eſteem'd, 
and with ſome Advice on that Head, 
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By FOHN WATSON, M. aA. 
Curate of the ſaid CHAPEL, 
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Ronan xiii. 4. r 
He is the Miniſter of Gov, to thee for Good, 


T. Paul in this Chapter has given us an 
| admirable Sketch of the Duty of Ma- 
| ier. and Subjects towards each other, 

ith regard to the Firſt, he tells Us that it 
is agreeable to the Courſe of God's Provi- 
dence that there ſhould be Such ; the End 
for which they are eſtabliſh'd, he declares 
to be the Good of Mankind, that the Vir- 
tubus may be rewarded,” and the Vicious 
puniſh'd; adding, that they are the Miniſter; 
God to us for good, it e. their particular 
Province, and Duty, is to watch over the 
Good, and Happineſs of the Subject: And 
with reſpect to the Second, whoever reſiſts 
ſuch Governors as theſe, does i in- effect reſiſt 
the Ordinance of God, who chuſes to have 
the World thus order'd;- and may expe to 
be puniſh'd for his Diſobedience. This is 
the Sum ot the Doctrine which St. Pau! 


leys down in the firſt 7 Verſes of the Chap- 
| ter 
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ter from which We have took our Text. 
The Whole is indeed a Lecture for Kings, 
as well as Subjects: Now if there is ſome- 
thing to be done on the Part of the One as 
well as the Other, Reaſon teaches that it 


muſt be wrong for either Side to neglect 
their Duty, and to inſiſt upon the other's 


performing their's, For inſtance, as the 

Buſineſs of a King is to to promote the 
n Welfare of his People, and the People, in 
1 conſideration of that Benefit, are to ſupport - 
. him with their Strength, and Property 
it it would be far from right, for either the 


People to inſiſt upon the King's promoting 
their Welfare, at the ſame Time that they 
withheld their Aſſiſtance from him; or for 
the King to take Tribute and ſuch like 
Things Fo rom the People, and yet to 8 
or hur: their Intereſt. ; 


In every free State, like this of our own, 

it is neceſſary, not only that ſuch Doctrine 
as this be known, but practiſed. As for a 
King of England, it he maintains the Laws, 
Proteſtantiſm, and juſt Liberties of his Sub⸗ 
jects, he may fit very ſecure upon his Throne, 
for as Engliſbmen never did, ſo I believe they 
never will riſe up againſt loch: It ſeems. to 
be very different from their Temper, Jea- 
ous. 
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lous indeed We are, and ought to be of 
what belongs to Us ; but further than this 
I believe ought not to be ſaid of Us; I 


mean the collective Body of Us, for ſome. 


unreaſonable Men will always be found in 
the beſt Societies. NowMen may ſay what 
they will, but all Hiſtories agree in this that 


King Charles I. did not maintain the Laws 


and Liberties of the People: And as for the 
Reſiſtance he met with, it was undoubtedly 
owing to his own Mal-Adminiſtration. An 
Opinion this, not founded on ConjeQure, 


but ſupported by a Series of Facts too well 


eſtabliſh'd to be overthrown, 


Some of theſe Facts We ſhall lay before 
You; and having made ſome Reflections 
thereon,. ſhall endeavor to find out the true 
Reaſons why ſo many were. and ſtill conti- 
nue to be fond of King Charles, notwith- 


ſtanding all his Infringements on the Conſti- 


And the firſt Fact I ſhall mention was the 
King's levying Taxes without Conſent of 
Parliament, This he did ſeveral Times 
contrary to his own Promiſe, and contrary 
to the Statute made in the 34th Year of Ed- 


ward I. which runs thus. No Tallage, or 
* Aid, 
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Aid, ſhall be taken, or levied. by Us, or 
© our Heirs, in our Realm, without the good 
Will, and Aſſent of Arch. biſhops, Biſhopes 
8 Earls, Barons, Knights, Burgeſſes, and 
other Freemen of the Land.“ It was 
therefore extremely hard upon the Country 
to be thus unlawfully alefſed, and when 
they. did not comply with the King's De- 
mn to ſee Soldiers ſeize upon their Goods, 
and to find Themſelves thrown into Priſons. 
Were ſuch Things to happen to Ourſelves, 
We ſhould complain of the Injuſtice, what- 
ever We may think of the Tranſactions of 

the laſt Century, In the 25th Year of Ed- 
ward III. it was enacted that © from thence- 
* forth, no Perſon ſhould be compelled to 
make any Loans, lend Money, Ii. e.] to the 
« King, againſt his Will, becauſe ſuch Loans 
© were againſt Reaſon, and the Franchiſe of 
© the Land: Yet in open Defiance of this 
Law, Commiſſioners were appointed by the 
King, in ſeveral Counties, to require Sums 
of Money of the People ; and ſuch as re- 
fus'd had a ſtrange kind of Oath admini- 
ſter'd to them ; ſome were enroll'd as Sol- 
diers, to ſerve in the King's Atmy; ſome 
were oblig d to appear before the Council, 
and on a ſecond Refuſal were ſent to Priſon, 
Such were the I of thoſe unhap- 
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py Times, when the King, being averſe to 
the Parliament's redrefling the Grievances 
of the Nation, He had no Way left, but in 
the room of a Parliament, to govern by his 
own deſpotic Power. In the 29th Chapter 
of Magna Charta, it is ſaid, that no. Free- 
man ſball be talen, or imbriſen'd, or be dife 
feis'd of his Freebold, or Liberties, or Free- 
Cuſtoms---- but by bis Peers or by the Law of 
the Land; yet notwithſtanding, conſiderable + 
Numbers of Freemen, without legal Proceſs, 
were thrown into Jayls, and other Places of 
Confinement, becauſe they wou'd have the 
Laws preſerv'd ; unleſs therefore, Law can 
act againſt Law, what they ſuffer'd was 
illegally impos'd upon them. When I ſay 
that Freemen were impriſon'd becauſe they 
wou'd have the Laws preſerv'd, I adhere to 
that Reaſon, becauſe no other ever appear d; 
for what. was a great Enlargement of the 
King's Offence, He commanded his Subjects 
to be impriſon'd without declaring the Cauſe. 
This Proceeding very much alarm'd the 
thinking Part of the Nation, as it manifeſtly 
ſtruck at the Foundation of: their Liberties, 
and in particular was notic'd by the Parlia- 
ment, who made it. a chief Part of their 
Petition for Right. 


Ul 
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In the Reign of Edward the zd. were 
made two Statutes, One of which runs 
thus, It is accorded that a Parliament ſhall 
be holden every Year once, and more often 
© if need be.” And the Second in this Man- 
ner, For Redreſs of diverſe Miſchiefs, and 
© Grievances, which daily happen, a Parlia- 
* ment (hall be holden every Year, as another 
Time was orcain'd by Statute, Now 
both of theſe were in Force in the Reign of 
King Charles the Firſt, and yet He pre- 
om to govern twelve Years without a 
liament, in the mean Time ruling with an 
arbitrary, and I may ſay opprefſive Power; 
which Power, not Jnunding it ſelf with Laws, 
King James the Firſt, in his Speech in Par- 
lament, in the Year 1619 9, had call'd Ty- 
ranny, accompanied with Ferjury. And what 
indeed cou'd it be leſs, ſince it is contrary 
both to.the Rights of the Subject, and the 
Tenor of the King's Coronation Oath, And 
really whoever cooly conſiders this Point, 
muſt acknowledge that the King did exceed- 
ingly wrong, in depriving his People of the 
Benefit of Parliaments ; ; for let us conſider 
in a few Words what is the Nature of the 
Britannic Conſtitution, Every one knows 
that it conſiſts of three Eſtates call'd King, 
Lords, and Commons; which laſt may be 

G confider'd 
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eonſidet'd as One, and call'd in general the 
People. Why theſe, at the original Foun- 
dation of the Government, reſerv'd-to them. 
ſelves a joint Power with the King, waz, 
plainly, to guard againſt the Abolition of juſt 
Liberties, by the Ambition of any future 
Monarch. For this Reaſon a King of Eng- 
land can make no Laws, nor alter any alrea- 
dy made, except the People, by their Re- 
preſentatives in Parliament aſſembled, agree 
thereto; neither can He diſpenſe with, ot 
ſuſpend the Execution of the ſame. Nay, 
fo jealous have We always been to preſerve, 
what We think belongs to Us by Nature, 
that Aids and Supplies are not to be taken 
from Us, tho” it were under Pretence of pro- 
tecting the Kingdom without our own actual 
| Conſent ; for it has ever been look'd upon, 
to be contrary to Senſe, to give public Aids, 


| before it is clearly known for what Purpoſe 


they are wanted, Had therefore no Oppo- 
fition been mate to King Charles, He had 
robb'd Us of thefe antient Privileges ; had 
made an entire Change in the Conſtitu- 
tion; and of Freemen had made Us Slaves; 

for by depriving Us of the Uſe of Parlia- 
ments, He wou'd effectually have ſtripp'd 
Us of all Power, and ladg'd it in his own 
Hands, And that this was intended to be 
| | done, 
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done, might be demonſtrated from the many 
extraordinary Breaches. that were made in 
the Conſtitution, in his Reign; but as it 
wou'd be very tedious to particulariſe all 
Theſe; We ſhall reſt the Truth of our Af- 
ſertion on what has been already ſaid: And 
as We preſume that it will ſeem ſtrange to, 
ſome, that King Charles, after a Reign ſo 
fl conducted, ſhou'd ſtill continue to have 
ſo many Defenders and Admirers, We ſhall 
in the next Place endeayor to account: — 
chis. 


And hives We muſt remark; thi cabs 
Eſteem ariſes from different Motives, accord- 
ing to Men's different Intereſts, Inclinations; 
and the like, In general, the King's bad 
Conduct is excus d, on account of the un- 
fortunate End He came to: It is ſcarcely 
pothble to avoid pitying the Fate of any One 
that dies as He did ; All this is rn to 
Human Nature, and very often this puts Us 
upon ſeperating the Man from his Crimes; 
upon overlooking the latter, out of mere 
Commiſeration to the firſt, And againſt this 
We have little to ſay ; only We cannot but 
caution every One that laments the Manner 
of King Charles's Death, not to let his cha- 
atable Temper carry him too far; let him 
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not, for this Reafon, attempt to vindicate; 
what neither Charity requires, nor Juſtice 


allows to be vindicated ; I mean the King's 
wrong Meaſures; for by the fame Argus 


ments that any One attempts to palliate 
Theſe, by the ſame, of courſe, He muſt give 
vp his Country. 


IIdly. It ſeems vety probable, hes the 
Reaſon why fo many of the Laity revere the 
Character of King Charles, is becauſe the 
Clergy have ase ſo indefatigable in com- 
mending it. Why the Clergy have look d 
upon Him as ſuch a Favourite, feems to ariſe 


from what He attemptd to do for them; He 
was, 


beyond Diſpute, 2 Friend to external 
Pomp, and Shew in Religion, and as Power 


is cloſely connected with theſe; He did not 


ſeruple to giye Them this without Meaſure. 
So great were his Donations to Them, that 


at laſt He even ſet Them above Himſelf, 


and from being, what a King of England 
ſhou'd always be confider'd, the Head of 
the Church, He became as much a Subject 
to it, as the meaneſt Perſan in the King- 
dom ; nay, more fo; for He was more obe- 
dient to the then real Head of the Church, 
Archbiſhop Laud, than perhaps any other 


was. In return for all this ill- judg d Com- 
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plaifance, the Clergy made a common Prac- 
tice of defending every Action of his Reign; 
pr even ſo 117 as | Par mgess y to aſſert 
that The King had a Right in Caſe of 
; Danger, to impoſe Tan and levy Mo- 
* ney upon his Subjects that He was the 
$ 1010 2 of the Danger --« that in ſuck 
«© Caſes the Authority of Parliament was not 
* neceflary---that the King might puniſh the 
* Diſobedient, who ſhou'd refuſe to pay 
* what Monies he requir'd --- that whoever 
* reliſted the King's ; Will and Command in 
_ © impoſing Loans and Taxes, incurr'd the 
Penalty of eternal Damnation, and other 
Things to the like Import; in return fer 
the Power and Grandeur with which the 
King had deck'd Them, thus aſſiſting Him 
in his Life-time, in his favourite Scheme of 
eſtabliſhing Arbitrary Power, by gloſſing 
over, and excuſing all his Exceſſes, and giv- 
ing him the Name of Martyr after his Death ; 
not ſcrupling even to compare his Sufferings 
to thoſe of Jeſus Chriſt. Thus you ſee a 
very good Reaſon given ”"_ King Charles 
has gat fo many Admirets. this Head 
1 cannot but obſerve, how k rable a Caſe 
it Was, that Thoſe whoſe proper Buſineſs 
was to propagate the Truth, ſhou'd, to ſa- 
tisfy their own Pride and Ambition, thus 
tamely 
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tamely give it up; and join in no better a 
Scheme than the enſlaving of their Country. 
Had they felt the Fury of that Storm which 
daily fell upon the Heads of the Laity, I 
am convinc'd their Conduct had been dif- 
ferent, but ſuch was the Favor ſhewn to 
Them, that They were never made the Ob- 
jects of the Royal Thunder. It highly be- 
comes the preſent Clergy to avoid the Ex- 
ample They have ſet, in order to take off 
the Odium, which will be more and more 
fix'd on the Characters of - Churchmen, 
whoſe Buſineſs is not to preach up Slavery 
either in Spirituals or Temporals, but a right- 
Rated Liberty in both. I am ſenßble indeed 
that Things have been carried to that Extre- 
mity, that it is a little unpopular to do 
this; and that whoever ſpeaks either againſt 
King Charles, or High Church Principles, is 
ſure to create Himſelf Enemies; but this is 

a poor Excuſe for Silence, and what no Hons | 
eſt Man ſhou'd d. | 


IIIdly. Some Ante King Charles, 
not l * have» made themſelves 
Maſters. of t Hiſtorical Writers of thoſe 
Times, but becauſe they hear Him ſo much 
commended, and his 8 ſo blacken'd 
on this Day. A Form of Prayer, appointed: 

1 to 


(35) 
to be us'd fo folemnly, They think cannot 
contain in it any Thing that is falſe. But 
give me leave to aſk, Why can it not? Was 
it not penn'd by fallible Men ? And might 
they not therefore, let their Intentions have 
been ever ſo good, have been miſtaken? 
By this 1 put i in the beſt Light: How 

ever I might very properly have aſk'd, Was 
it not pann'd by ſuch as were extreme great 
Flatterers of King Charles the Second? ®. 
And who, for the Reaſons already given, or 
ſuch like, had work'd themſelves -into the 
Belief of his Father's Innocency, when 
Others of equal, if not ſuperior Knowledge, 
knew that Belief to be without Foundation, 
To conclude. Let me adviſe all Thoſe, who 
are fond of the Name of King Charles, to 
confider, how much He was inferior in Point 
of Patriotiſin to. his preſent Majeſty King 
George. Whatever the former was, this 
certainly is the Miniſter of God to Us for 
Good : And if, as. ſome ſay, it was Rebel- 
lion to reſiſt the Firſt, it ſurely muſt be the 
ſame to refuſe Obedience to the Second. 


® Shou'd this be Joubted, let 0 Expreſſion Our moſt re- 
Higious King, in the Collect for the Parliament, be remem- 
ber'd, which is ſaid to have given great Offence, and to have 
caus'd much indecent Raillery ; and well it might, ſince moſt 
Men knew that the King had little or no Religion at all. 
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Let Us then learn to value our own Hap⸗ 

pineſs, who are the gubjects of ſuch a King; 

—— Opportunity uniting in our Prayers 
to to lengt 


hen out his precious Life, 
and to D all his good Endeavors for 


our Welfare: And as often as this Day 
comes, let us heartily' ſing Praiſes to the ſa« 
, Preme Diſpoſer of all Things, that He per- 
mits theſe Days to be ſo much better, 
than were thoſe of our Forefathers, * 
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